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its way to meet the unanimous voice of the representatives of
Ireland, and if they do I shall not look upon it as a conces-
sion, but as an equitable and just carrying out of an Act of
Parliament."
Instead of welcoming and respecting the unanimous
opinion of the Irish members, led for once by a Unionist,
Gerald Balfour replied in a petulant manner, and concluded
unfortunately with the words <c The conclusion I am drawn
to is that all the Irish members will invariably come down to
the House and press for money when they think it can be
squeezed out of the Treasury.53
Carson again rose, and gravely rebuked the Chief Sec-
retary in these terms : " I think it is unworthy of the right
honourable gentleman to suggest that Irish members are
always prepared to come down to the House and make
demands on the Imperial Exchequer, whether they are
entitled to do so or not. This is not a demand on the British
Treasury at all ; it is simply a demand that Irish funds
earned by Irish teachers shall be given to the men that
earned them. No matter what may be the view, or the cri-
ticism, or the sneer of an Irish Chief Secretary, I will cer-
tainly, as an Irish member, have no hesitation in standing
up for these men. I regret the tone of the right honourable
gentleman, and I do not think that he improves the position
of Unionism in Ireland or makes their task in this House
easier."
Was it wonderful that the Nationalists began to feel proud
of him, or that one of them should state, in his cups, that he
ought to be made " leader of the Irish race at home and
abroad."
But Carson's father had been a Liberal Conservative, and
so was his son. It was his view that liberty should go hand in
hand with tradition. This, the true and straight tradition of
Toryism, was apparent in a remarkable speech on the Evi-
dence in Criminal Cases Bill. This was the Act which allowed
prisoners to give evidence on their own behalf in criminal
trials. It was brought forward in the cause of humanity, and
was generally understood to be an Act in the interests of all
prisoners, but Carson9 with his vast knowledge as criminal